'ALWAR ATROCITIES5

"It must be frankly admitted that the Congress possesses
no authority for enforcing its will in Indian States, even to the
extent it does in British India proper. Prudence, therefore,
dictates inaction where action would be waste of effort, if not
folly."

What has been known as ^Alwar Atrocities' came
before the Congress Working Committee that met in
Calcutta, in the form of a motion by Shri Jamnalal Bajaj
for the appointment of a committee of inquiry. Now^ it
has been long a tradition of the Congress not to interfere
in the internal affairs of Indian States. The members of
the Committee felt that it was a healthy tradition which
it would be unwise to break. Shri Jamnalaiji, then, did
not piess his motion. I told him, however, that I should
discuss the question in these pages and give my reasons
for my personal opinion that the Congress should not
interfere in the internal administration of the Indian States.
This may, if one chooses to put it so, be regarded as a
virtue of necessity or a matter of policy. It is both and,
perhaps, a little more. It must be frankly admitted that
the Congress possesses no authority for etrforcing its will
in Indian States, even to the extent it does in British India
ptoper. Prudence, therefore, dictates inaction where ac-
tion would be "waste of effort, if not folly. But if inaction
is prudential, it is also benevolent. The Congress seeks
not to embarrass the States, it desires to help them. It
does not wish to destroy them, it wishes to reform them.
And this the Congress for the moment does by abstention.
as an earnest of its good-will.

But abstention by the Congress does not mean
absence of effort on the part of Congressmen. Those
who have any relation with the States will no doubt use
their influence. The local committees can help and